What is a Reservoir and Why Does It Matter?
	Overview:
	Students will learn about the four types of ecosystem services by traveling around the room in groups and discussing information presented in each station. Then, students will write an argumentative paragraph stating which ecosystem service is the most important and why. 

	Keywords:
	Ecosystem, provisioning, regulating, cultural, supporting 

	Subject:
	Language Arts

	Age / Grade Range:
	6th Grade

	Background:
	*The prefix “eco” means having to do with nature or the environment. (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/eco). This is meant to be an introductory activity.

	Common Core and Idaho Content Standards:
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1
Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings



	Goals:
	*Students will learn the meaning of the prefix “eco” and decode the word “eco system.”
*Students will learn about the 4 types of ecosystem services.

*Students will use the information gathered from the activity to write an argumentative paragraph about which ecosystem service is the most important. 

	Objectives:
	· What is an ecosystem?
· What kinds of services do our ecosystems provide? 
· Which ecosystem service is the most important and why? 

	Materials:
	https://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Wildlife-Conservation/Ecosystem-Services.aspx, student notebooks and pencils

	Set up:
	· The teacher will need to divide the class into 4 groups (1 for each corner of the room).
· The teacher will need to make copies of the article found on the link in the materials section, cut the page so that each part of the paper only includes information about one type of ecosystem service. Place copies of each type of service in its respective corner.

	Time/ Duration:
	55m, one class period (possibly 2, depending on the pace of day 1)

	Introduction (Engage):
	Tell students they are going to learn a new prefix and ask them to turn to their affixes section in their notebooks. Write the prefix “eco” in the center of the whiteboard and have volunteers come to the board to write word they know having the word “eco” as their prefix. Once 5 or 6 words are on the board, ask if anyone can see similarities between the words that might give a clue about what “eco” means. Next, explain that students will be learning about 4 types of ecosystem services in this activity.


	Activity (Explore):
	Students will travel to all four corners of the room to learn information about each type of ecosystem service explanation (7m each station).
At each station students should:
a. Write down an explanation for that type of ecosystem service.
b. Try to determine the meaning of the name of the type of ecosystem service.
c. Discuss with other group members ways he/she uses that ecosystem service.

	Explanation:
	After students have gone to each corner of the room, ask them to share about their discussions (meanings of ecosystem service names, how they use the services, etc.) 


	Elaboration:
	Students will use the information learned in the exercise to write an argumentative paragraph answering the question, “Which ecosystem service is the most important? Why? How do you use that service?” 


	Evaluation/ Assessment:
	Students will be assessed based on their explanation of their chosen ecosystem. Students will also be assessed based on their construction of a clear claim. 



Additional resources: 
Managing Idaho’s Landscapes for Ecosystem Services http://miles.isu.edu/
Idaho Ecosystems videohttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30nh284j1Y4,
Family/ Community Connections:  
Take a tour of the Boise Watershed http://bee.cityofboise.org/watershed/
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