Ecosystem Services, what are they and which is most important? 
	Overview:
	Students will learn about the four types of ecosystem services by dividing into groups. Each group will create a “monologue or dialogue”. Each group will have the opportunity to perform their information for the other groups. Students will also use the performance rubric to rate how each group performs the task. Students will then write a paragraph in their comp book stating which ecosystem service is the most important and why. 

	Keywords:
	Ecosystem, provisioning, regulating, cultural, supporting 

	Subject:
	Drama

	Age / Grade Range:
	7 – 8th Grade

	Background:
	The prefix “eco” represents having to do with nature, environment, habitat or surroundings. 

	Common Core and Idaho Content Standards:
	NAS.TH:CR1.1.3. 

Create roles, imagined worlds, and improvised stories in a drama/theatre work. 
NAS.TH:CR1.1.4.

Articulate the visual details of imagined worlds, and improvised stories that support the given circumstances in a drama/theatre work. 
NAS.TH:CR2.2a-b

Collaborate with peers to devise meaningful dialogue in a guided drama experience (e.g., process drama, story drama, creative drama).

Contribute ideas and make decisions as a group to advance a story in a guided drama experience (e.g., process drama, story drama, creative drama).


	Goals:
	Students will learn the meaning of the prefix “eco” and decode the word “eco system.”
Students will learn about the 4 types of ecosystem services.

Students will use the information from others dialogues/monologues to write a paragraph about which ecosystem service is the most important. 

	Objectives:
	· What is an ecosystem?
· What kinds of services do our ecosystems provide? 
· Which ecosystem service is the most important and why? 

	Materials:
	https://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Wildlife-Conservation/Ecosystem-Services.aspx, student comp book and blue/black pen. 

	Set up:
	· The teacher will divide the class into 4 groups (1 for each corner of the room, no more than 5-6 per group).
· The teacher will make copies of the article found on the link in the materials section. The article will be cut or copied in such a way that each group only has the information on one of the four ecosystem services. 

	Time/ Duration:
	55m, one class period (it could take 2, depending on the pace of day 1. Students will be allowed to ask questions of the performing group after)

	Introduction (Engage):
	Tell students they are going to learn a prefix that will be the basis for their lesson and activities today. The teacher will write the prefix “eco” in the center of the whiteboard and have volunteers come to the board to write words they know having the word “eco” as the prefix. After 5 or 6 words are on the board, the teacher will if students can describe similarities between the words that might give a clue about what “eco” means. Next, explain that students will be learning about 4 types of ecosystem services in this activity.


	Activity (Explore):
	Students will be assigned to groups and will go to the corner of the room associated with their group number. There they will gather and discuss information about the type of ecosystem service they will present. They will also discuss and decide upon the medium (dialogue or monologue) they will use to communicate their service to their audience (15-20 mins.).
As each group performs, students will:
a. Write down their perceived explanation for that type of ecosystem service.
b. Try to determine the meaning of the name of the type of ecosystem service.
c. Discuss with other group members ways he/she uses that ecosystem service.
d. Use the performance rubric to give each group a score on their performance. 

	Explanation:
	After each group has performed the monologue/dialogue for their ecosystem service, students will discuss within their group, the meanings of ecosystem service names, how they use the services, etc. 


	Elaboration:
	Students will use the information learned in the exercise to write a paragraph answering the question, “Which ecosystem service is the most important? Why? How do you use that service?” 


	Evaluation/ Assessment:
	Students will be assessed based on their explanation of their chosen ecosystem and the strength of their claim. Students will also be assessed on their participation in their group discussion and performance.   



Additional resources: 
Managing Idaho’s Landscapes for Ecosystem Services http://miles.isu.edu/
Idaho Ecosystems videohttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30nh284j1Y4,
Family/ Community Connections:  
Take a tour of the Boise Watershed http://bee.cityofboise.org/watershed/
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